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Project Brief

AIM
Learn About Livestock aims to give children the opportunity to experience farming first hand,
by caring for a ewe and her lamb(s) on school ground for an entire week.

SCHEDULE
24th February 2022
14th - 18th March 2022
21st March 2022
25th March 2022
28th March - 4th April 2022

Teacher Briefing Session
FFDT Equipment Delivery
Livestock Lender Sheep Delivery
Livestock Lender Sheep Collection
FFDT Equipment Collection

SUMMARY
This project was planned and delivered by the Food and Farming Discovery Trust (FFDT). A
native rare breed ewe and her lamb(s) were delivered into fourteen schools throughout
Norfolk and Suffolk for five days (Monday - Friday). This year, the project was kindly
sponsored by the Clan Trust allowing it to grow from six schools in our pilot year in 2019 to
over double the number in 2022. The sheep were loaned to the project by members of the
Rare Breeds Survival Trust's East Anglia Support Group. The livestock lenders this year were;
Gail and Michael Sprake, Dameon Layt, Jordan Stone and Beth Chapman, Briony McKenzie
and Les and Tricia Newman. The project was organised and run by FFDT trustee Gail Sprake.

All equipment was provided by and delivered to schools by FFDT, including shelter, penning
and straw and all feed was provided by the livestock lenders. Teachers were responsible for

care of the animals throughout the week, but each school had a representative attend a
briefing session provided by the FFDT prior to the project. Teachers were briefed on care of
the animals, health and safety issues and given the opportunity to get hands on experience
with a sheep prior to the project starting.

Chapelfield Veterinary Practice provided on call emergency care throughout the project,
which fortunately was not required.

To enable children the opportunity to interact with livestock.
To aid learning of farming and it's practises within schools.
To generate enthusiasm for local farming education and encourage children to want
to learn more about agriculture.

GOALS
1.
2.
3.
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School County
Map

Number
Number of

students involved
Year groups involved

Carleton Rode Primary School Norfolk 1 54 Reception - Year 6

Caston Primary School Norfolk 2 80 Reception - Year 6

St Martha’s RC Primary Norfolk 3 420 Reception - Year 6

Fred Nicholson School Norfolk 4 150 Year 3 - Year 11

Aldborough Primary School Norfolk 5 127 Reception - Year 6

Hickling C of E Infant School Norfolk 6 40 Reception - Year 2

Coltishall Primary School Norfolk 7 200 Reception - Year 6

Valley Primary Academy Norfolk 8 150 Reception - Year 6

West Earlham Infant & Nursery Norfolk 9 250 Year 2

The Clare School Norfolk 10 110 Reception - Year 13

Harford Manor School Norfolk 11 99 Reception - Year 13

The Wherry School Norfolk 12 110 Reception - Year 13

Red Oak Primary School Suffolk 13 450 Reception - Year 6

Gunton Primary Academy Suffolk 14 350 Reception - Year 6

Schools
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Eastern Daily Press - March 24th 2022
Spring lambs 'bring learning to life' for school pupils - Chris Hill
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/lambs-help-norfolk-schools-learn-about-livestock-8775862

Sheep and lambs have been delivered to schools across East Anglia - giving excited pupils a hands-on
experience to learn about farm animals. The Learn About Livestock project gave 14 schools across
Norfolk and Suffolk the chance to look after ewes and their lambs for a week. They were given
everything they need to feed and care for the animals, briefed on safe husbandry practises, and given
ideas on how to incorporate the experience into the curriculum.

The project is run by the Food and Farming Discovery Trust in partnership with the Rare Breeds
Survival Trust (RBST), Chapelfield Veterinary Partnership, the Clan Trust and Royal Norfolk
Agricultural Association (RNAA). The sheep were loaned to schools by members of the RBST's East
Anglia Support Group, strengthening links between farms and schools.

One recipient was the Clare School on South Park Avenue in Norwich - a specialist school for pupils
with complex physical and sensory needs. Class teacher Julie Hatfield actually helped sheep owner
Gail Sprake deliver the twin lambs when they were born at Meens Farm near Halesworth.

She said the animals' arrival with their mother at the school gave the children access to a valuable
sensory experience, particularly as many use wheelchairs which could otherwise prevent them
getting close to farm animals. "It is bringing learning to life for the children," she said. "For example,
we do mark-making in the mornings and instead of colouring sheep we went out into the pens, and
they were drawing the sheep while talking to them. It was just a fabulous moment.
We are talking about the sheep and increasing the children's vocabulary and language, so to be able
to do all that through an actual real-life learning experience is amazing."

Shannon Woodhouse, manager of the Food and Farming
Discovery Trust, said: "We believe this exciting
opportunity will offer pupils the chance to witness
farming first hand, and provide them with a rewarding
learning experience, while offering teachers a unique
way to deliver parts of the curriculum."

Steffan Griffiths, headmaster of Norwich School and a
trustee of the RNAA, added: "After everything that
young people have put up with in recent times, there is
a need for simple joy and fun in schools, so we are
thrilled to provide this priceless chance to connect
children with the natural world around them."

Press Coverage
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Press Coverage
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The Publicity Works - March 25th 2022
IT’S BAA-TASTIC! Norfolk School welcomes lamb into lessons - Toni
https://www.publicityworks.biz/2022/03/baa-tastic-norfolk-school-welcomes-lamb-
lessons/?fbclid=IwAR0PPCUgQEwGbo7T3htLAMMNpi-
58Y9NJvVzNK_cUeXDADve7Ku9yJ1o4I4

Children learn to look after sheep – and the sheep learn some ewesful maths!

Aldborough Primary School in North Norfolk welcomed a ewe and her lamb for a baa-tastic week to
learn about animal husbandry and, more especially, sheep and how to look after them. The whole
school was involved in the project, led by the Lamb Team of Theo, Ettie, Joey, Rosie, Hazel, Archie,
Millie and Charlie, ably assisted by teaching assistant Rebecca Smith.

Head teacher Helen Bearman was delighted that Aldborough was one of the schools chosen to take
part in this fantastic project, which is organised by Norfolk agricultural education charity, the Food
and Farming Discovery Trust. She says, “We are hugely grateful to all involved in the project and
special thanks goes to farmer Dameon Layt, who lent the sheep, and the project’s sponsors The Clan
Trust. We’re in the heart of an agricultural community so it’s especially exciting for the children to
have this opportunity. The sheep have been such an inspiring learning aid, engaging the children
throughout the school.”

Rebecca Smith agrees, “It has been a joy to see the developing relationship between the sheep and
the children, and the confidence that it has given to the children,” she says. Charlie, aged 10, is one of
the Lamb Team that oversaw looking after the sheep. “The best thing about having the ewe and lamb
at Aldborough has been getting to know them and finding out what they need,” he says. Hazel, aged 9,
is also on the Lamb Team. “I like the way they eat from our hands because it feels lovely and warm,”
she says.

Meanwhile, it’s clear that the sheep are enjoying lessons, too – and are picking up some ewesful
knowledge. As Hazel explains, “Sometimes they ‘baa’ in our lessons just as if they know the answer to
our maths questions!” Aldborough Primary School is in North Norfolk, between Aylsham and Cromer,
and has 127 children on roll. Visit www.aldborough.norfolk.sch.uk for more information.

About the Educational Livestock Project

The Food and Farming Discovery Trust teamed up with Rare Breeds Survival Trust, Chapelfield
Veterinary Partnership and Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association to help young people learn about
livestock. This hands-on opportunity offers schools the chance to look after ewes and their lambs at
their school, for one whole week. The project, sponsored by Clan Trust, is aimed at giving children,
ranging from reception to high school age, the chance to learn about animal husbandry and to engage
schools in food and farming education.

For more information on the Food and Farming Discovery Trust, look out for the launch of the new
Discovery Hub. In the meantime go to www.rnaa.org.uk to learn more.

http://www.aldborough.norfolk.sch.uk/


Inspiring Learning
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Social Media
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Teacher Feedback
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What were the benefits for the children taking part?

Julie Hatfield - The Clare School
"Being able to experience the sheep first hand, with no physical barriers. Our blind, visually impaired
and most complex children were able to feel the texture of the lambs, their breath, warmth, facial
features and parts of their body which helped them to more fully understand what a lamb is. Our more
formal pupils gained a greater understanding of the needs and life cycle of animals and what animal
products are used for. Being able to actually experience this opportunity in real life is the greatest
benefit."

Helen Bearman - Aldborough Primary School
"The central team of children got to know the animals really well. They checked them over each day
and made sure that they had the right amount of food and water. They then fed their learning back to
the rest of their class. They really gained a sense of responsibility through this. In their Science
lessons, all the children learnt about the life cycle of sheep. It was great for them to do their learning
in the classroom and then to go out to the pen to see the ewe and lamb together."

Matt Frost - Harford Manor School
"For those classes / pupils who carried out upkeep tasks, there was a huge sense of responsibility
displayed, understanding that their role was to ensure the welfare of the animals, remembering their
tasks and carrying them out diligently on a daily basis. Many of these tasks helped to support in class
learning about the role of a farmer, animal care and the role of livestock farming, along with learning
in greater depth, included 'field to fork' work or research projects about sheep breeds." 
"For our younger pupils, or those with more complex needs, time spent interacting with the sheep
helped to develop confidence, reduce sensory aversions and for many, their love of animals or
engagement of the experiences the project provided was clear. The learning opportunities and
experiences really were multifaceted and cross-curricular!"

Jade Hunter - West Earlham Infant and Nursery School
"The children were able to get first hand experience in handling the lambs and sheep. For many
children, this was the first time they have seen a sheep and lamb. The children were able to watch
them, ask questions, learn about the life cycle and how to care for them. The project was planned into
the curriculum to ensure the children felt the full benefit of the project."

Katrina Brown - Coltishall Primary School
"They learnt a lot about sheep and we covered many curriculum areas such as PSHE, science,
geography. We also linked with someone who weaves and she came and demonstrated carding and
weaving so the children could understand the process from sheep to jumper."

Ashleigh Jenkins - The Wherry School
"It was an experience most of our children had never had before. They absolutely loved seeing and
caring for the animals first hand."
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Any additional comments?

Emma Mayes - Fred Nicholson Primary School
"Thank you for offering such a wonderful opportunity for our pupils and staff. It provided a unique
opportunity to create magical memories and bring out the nurturing side of our young people. The
project is run extremely well with lots of support from the farmers and organisers involved. We would
absolutely love this to become an annual event."

Dion Wood - Red Oak Primary School
"It was an amazing experience which we would love to participate in every year."

Hayley Pink - St. Martha's RC Primary School
"I loved it. The staff loved it. The parents loved it. And the children thought it was incredible!"

Marcus Halmshaw - Caston Primary School
"They had the opportunity to learn about keeping livestock and caring for them. It was a great
opportunity for them to work closely with the animals and then to learn about their needs and also
what they are used for. It was particularly beneficial to some of our SEN children who found the
experience fantastic."

Helen Bearman - Aldborough Primary School
"We can't thank you enough for such a wonderful experience. We would really like to be involved with
the project again. We are working hard to change our curriculum to reflect a rural lifestyle and this
project gave us the boost that we all needed to see how this could work for us."

Toni Millard - Valley Primary Academy
"A fantastic initiative!"

Jade Hunter - West Earlham Infant and Nursery School
"Thank you so much for such an amazing opportunity for the children, it was so well received by the
whole community. "

Katrina Brown - Coltishall Primary School
"It was a brilliant opportunity for children to learn a little about one aspect of farming and for us as a
school to link with a farmer for future learning. Many children loved being able to sit with the sheep
at playtimes, and to hear them baaing through the day."

Julie Wones - Hickling  C of E Infant School
"As one of the children said,  'it was the best week at school ever!'"
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Would you be interested in taking part in the project in future years?

Dameon Layt:
"Yes, I would be upset if I didn't do it, an incredible week."

Les & Tricia Newman:
"Yes, we would be happy to help again."

Briony McKenzie:
"Yes!"

Livestock Lender Feedback

Teacher Feedback
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This project is a key component of the educational offerings provided by the Food & Farming
Discovery Trust. After a very successful pilot run in 2019, which included six schools and one
livestock lender, the project was expanded for 2022. This year we took the project to fourteen
schools across both Norfolk and Suffolk, with the help of seven livestock lenders, reaching
over 2400 school children from Early Years through to Sixth Form.

The project was once again well received by schools, with all participants saying they would
recommend the project to other schools and that they would like to participate again, should
the opportunity arise. We also had positive feedback from parents and the public through
interaction on social media and from our livestock lenders that volunteered their time to the
project.

It is important to consider the future of such a successful initiative that provides such a
memorable learning experience for children, we want as many children as possible to have
the opportunity to participate. Looking forward, we would like to explore the idea of
expanding the project further or even to incite a national initiative, by teaming up with other
agricultural associations across the UK to coordinate a 'Learn About Livestock' week. In
pursuing this, we would be able to ensure even more children the opportunity to participate
in what is an extremely important and highly rewarding learning experience.

Summary
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A further thank you to our livestock lenders, as part of the Rare Breeds Survival Trust East
Anglia Support Group, without whom the project would not be possible:

Gail and Michael Sprake
Beth Chapman
Briony McKenzie
Dameon Layt
Jordan Stone
Les and Tricia Newman

Learn about Livestock 2022

And finally we would like to extend a thank you to the Clan Trust for their generous
sponsorship of Learn About Livestock 2022 for which we are most grateful.

We would like to extend a special thank you to Gail Sprake, who was the driving force
behind this year's project.

2022, Food & Farming Discovery Trust




