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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Thank you for your patience and support over the last few days. It really has been a rollercoaster ride of new 

information and organisation, as well as a flood of emails, zoom meetings and phone calls. During this time lots of 

people are feeling anxious, overwhelmed and under pressure by everything that is happening around them. As a 

staff team at Aldborough Primary we do not wish to add to any pressure being felt at home in regards to the work 

being set for children. Government expectations on schools during this lockdown have changed significantly, 

however please be reassured that as a school we believe that: 

 

 Parents/carers are their child’s primary educator. Whilst we can provide learning activities and resources, 

you have the right to decide how and when learning takes place, taking time out when it is needed if your 

child is struggling to engage with an activity. Their mental health is a priority for us all. 

 

 This is not Home Schooling. The world is going through an unprecedented emergency requiring at its best 

remote learning. In contrast, Home Schooling is a choice that you plan and prepare for. None of us had any 

notice or preparation time. All we can ask is that everyone does their best. 

 

 Juggling working from home at the same time as facilitating distance learning with a primary aged child is 

one tough task that is practically impossible. Please stop trying to be superheroes if that is what you are 

trying to do – your child’s needs are best met if you are not mentally exhausted and physically shattered. 

You can definitely provide activities where your child learns, but your focus should be on your job and your 

mental health. 

 
REMOTE LEARNING PROVISION 

 

a) Where will I find Remote Learning information & activities? 

- This week for all classes  http://www.aldborough.norfolk.sch.uk/learning/remote-learning/ 

- From Monday 11th January - Class 1 Tapestry; Class 2, Class 3, Class 4 & Class 5 Purple Mash  
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Please use either Tapestry or Purple Mash to contact teaching staff, rather than emailing the office or teachers’ nsix 

email accounts. Thank you. 

 

b) What is the role of teaching staff? 

- Teaching staff are predominantly in school in the mornings teaching the children of Key Workers, therefore 

live lessons will not be possible. Instead, if appropriate, lesson introductions/explanations may be recorded 

and available on Tapestry or Purple Mash the following day. Oak Academy lesson materials are also being 

used in school as we strive to provide comparable learning knowledge and experience for all pupils whether 

they are in school or at home. (Children attending school will have completed the activities in class.) 

 

- Teaching staff will upload activities/resources for the following day’s Remote Learning onto Tapestry or 

Purple Mash. Time will be devoted at least weekly for teachers to respond to tasks completed at home, 

providing feedback and contacting parents if engagement in learning is a concern. Our focus is to support 

and encourage children to engage in regular communication with teaching staff via Purple Mash. This will 

enable teaching staff to adjust their planning and best support individuals where they can. 

 
- Telephone calls home will continue to be made and be available should you need to speak to a member of 

staff.  

 
- Increased expectations from the government means that we unfortunately will not be sharing remote 

learning photographs on the school’s Facebook page. We will however continue to share links to useful 

resources and activities as well as signpost to information available to support parents/carers. 

 
- It is hoped that opportunities for Zoom class meetings/stories/assemblies will be provided. Mrs Gowers has 

kindly offered to continue her pupil mentoring via zoom. More information will follow when plans have been 

finalised. 

 
c) What if my internet access is poor? 

Online Remote Learning is the preferred government option for pupils not in school. However, we recognise 

that a few individuals may struggle with their internet connection, therefore we are considering options to 

support these families should they need it without  increasing the workload for staff.  

 

- We can scan copies of resources and email them out to parents on a Friday each week or alternatively 

hard copies could be collected on a Friday between 9 -11am each week. 

 

A number of alternatives to online remote learning are available with many more resources becoming available 

each day. Yesterday’s BBC TV educational offer looks like it could be good.  

 

Many children experienced high quality learning experiences during the previous lockdown, learning exciting new 

skills and benefitting from lots of practical opportunities at home. It is crucial that we all remember that family 

circumstances are all different, so be kind to yourself and do not compare yourself to others (easier said than done, 

I know!)  

 

 



 

 

          

As a bare minimum remote learning experience we would love it if all children accessed: 

 Reading every day – independent, shared or to them or via an audiobook 

 Free writing now and then – write, draw, label, list, etc… 

 Practical, hands on maths and maths games – money, cooking, measuring, etc… 

 Fine motor work – Lego, cutting, modelling, handicrafts, etc… 

 Physical activity every day – Can you run/walk/cycle 1km? Maybe make it a weekly challenge to share 

 Art, music, role play for enjoyment and relaxation 

 Open ended activities to build independence, creativity and enjoy learning about the world. 

 

Together we must work to minimise anxiety surrounding us during this difficult time. Please do not allow remote 

learning to become stressful. Continue to provide love and reassurance for your children as they try to make sense 

of what is happening, providing routine and boundaries.  

 

We are here to help you so do not hesitate to contact us if we can help in any way. 

 

Stay well, stay safe, 

 

Mrs Alison Read 

Head Teacher 


