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WELCOME
to the Spring 2017 review.  So far, 
2017 has been fantastic!  Winners 
of the inaugural Aylsham Cluster 
Dodgeball championship… an 
extravagant turnout for World 
Book Day… the brilliant events 
organised by the Friends… and 
two communications that filled me 

with pride for our School.  First, 
an email from Simon Thompson 
of Paston College, who was full of 
praise for the “fantastic comments 
and ideas” our children sent 
him in response to seeing the 
College’s production of ‘Romea 
and Juliet’.  Then, from the Rt 
Hon Nick Gibb MP, Minister of 
State for School Standards, a 

letter praising our high standards 
in reading, following our 100% 
score in the last SATs.  I want to 
thank again all the pupils, staff, 
friends and other folk who support 
Aldborough School – you make it a 
great place to learn and work. 

Enjoy reading!

Mrs Casburn

In his letter to Mrs Casburn 
(see Welcome) Nick Gibb said, 
“Thank you for your hard work 
and professionalism in producing 
such high standards, and 
congratulations to you and your 
staff for all you have achieved.”  

It’s not the first time the School’s 
reading has been noted.  The UEA 
regularly sends groups of education 
students to see how the school 
teaches reading, and schools from 
other parts of Norfolk have come to 
learn about our unusual approach.  

“Reading should be a pleasure – we 
focus on that and it brings results,” 
says Mrs Casburn.  “At the heart 
of our teaching is group reading – 
where pupils in small groups, led by 
an adult, read and discuss a book.  
We don’t use reading schemes, we 
don’t focus too much on phonics.  
It flies against most conventional 
thinking but, believe it or not, 
if you give a child decent books, 
and nurture their ability to really 
understand them, they actually 
enjoy reading.”  

ST VALENTINE’S 
BREAKFAST AND 
MOTHER’S DAY TEA
The Friends have been busy, 
busy, busy in their brilliant way, 
organising fund-raising events with 
spectacular success.  Three really 
stood out last term – the super 
Bingo night in early February, 
the wonderful Breakfast at the 
Community Centre, on the Sunday 
after Valentine’s Day, and the 
equally brilliant tea for Mother’s 
Day.  They were wonderful 
community events, with loads of 
people having loads of fun. In all, 
the Friends raised several thousands 
of pounds last term to help our 
children’s education – we are SO 
grateful.  

MINISTER OF STATE PRAISES  
ALDBOROUGH’S YOUNG READERS
100% score in SATs reading test puts us in top 1% nationally

CLASS 5’S TEMPEST 
AND HENRY MOORE
Building on their Shakespeare 
repertoire, Class 5 studied The 
Tempest for English and performed 
the play as a class assembly.  They 
also looked at the drawings and 
sculpture of Henry Moore.  As 
inspiration they used freeze frames 
from their work on The Tempest.  
Subsequently they will use different 
materials to sculpt figures based 
on Henry Moore’s shelter drawings 
from World War Two.

‘Performing The Tempest really helped 
my learning.  By acting the play, it is 
committed to your memory for ever.  The 
Marcia Williams version was inspiration-
al,’ Emily, 11

‘I enjoyed performing The Tempest because 
I am really into drama.  I thought it was 
really good as the class were able to adapt 
and change their scenes throughout the 
rehearsals,’ William, 11  

‘I really enjoyed the creativity of making 
the sculptures and seeing where I could 
improve and adapt my drawing and sculp-
ture,’ Raymond, 10

‘I enjoyed making the modroc models of 
freeze frames from The Tempest, because I 
love being creative.  I was also pleased with 
my charcoal drawing and my silver model,’ 
Willow, 11

Please have a look in the school 
library and you’ll see some 
examples of their Class 5’s in 
the style of Henry Moore.  

‘STABULOUS’: ROMEA  
AND JULIET PROVOKES CLASS 5

Paston’s provocative Romea and 
Juliet brought a mixed response 
from the Class 5 children who 
went to see it.  So much so that 
Mrs Morgan decided they should 
write letters to the College, 
giving their thoughts.  Here is an 
extract from Paston’s reply, from 
Simon Thompson, on behalf of 
the cast.  

“Can I just say how touched 
and happy we were to receive 
your pupils’ wonderful letters 
about our recent production 
of ‘Romea and Juliet’.  It was 

great to read all their fantastic 
comments and ideas about 
what they saw and heard. The 
cast particularly liked your 
considered thoughts on their  
acting and voice work, the 
costumes, staging and musical 
choices.  One of our favourite 
phrases was the reference to the 
use of knives being ‘stabuluous’. 
A Shakespeare in the making 
we think.  

“Their opinions were so varied 
and wonderfully informed.”  

DODGEBALL CHAMPIONS!

Mr Barnard took a team of 
Y6 children to the first ever 
Dodgeball Tournament, hosted 
by Aylsham High School for 
our Cluster Schools. The team 
played 21 games throughout 
the morning, winning 18 and 
drawing the other 3 – which 
made them champions!  Well 
done to everyone involved, 
especially the children, and 
many thanks to Mr Burbidge, 
who arranged for the School’s 
name to be engraved on the 
wonderful trophy. 

FOOTBALL 
The dodgeball success was all 
the sweeter as, in football, we 
had an up and down term, with 
some good wins mixed with some 
defeats (let’s not mention the 
Colby game) – but we’re still in 
the Cup!  Big thanks as always to 
Mr Barnard, Mr Hadlow senior 
and Mr Hadlow junior for their 
fabulous efforts.  

CROSS COUNTRY
Many thanks to Mrs Steed and 
Mrs Tindall, who have started 
up the school cross country club 
again.  We run at 8.30 on Monday 
morning, at school.  Do come 
along – it’s a wonderful way to 
start the week!

OUR PINK ‘UN



MUMS, DADS AND GUARDIANS –  
WE NEED YOU!
Being involved in the Friends is great fun – and a huge help 
for the school.  The current Friends Committee is due to 
stand down on May 4 this year – so we need volunteers.  You 
don’t have to have any experience, just a willingness to muck 
in!  If you are interested in joining in, then please come and 
have a chat, or leave a message at the School Office.  Better 
still come along to the Friends AGM:
 
FRIENDS AGM 
Thursday 4th May at 3.30pm
all parents warmly welcome!
Creche provided.

MEMORY  
CAFÉ WITH  
VILLAGE CARE
We really value the School’s 
partnership with Village Care 
– it’s been ongoing for 11 years 
and long may it continue.  In 
the past we have shared the cost 
of purchasing and maintaining 
a defibrillator for the village.  
This year we hosted a wonderful 
afternoon, called ‘Down Memory 
Lane’, which was all about school 
days.  Visitors reminisced about 
their school days, and we looked 
through some of the school 
registers, log books and artefacts 
from around the 50s (including 
the infamous PE Knickers!).  Then 
some of the children shared their 
21st century experiences!  Our 
talented cooks, Tracy Hindry and 
Kerry Clarke, cooked ‘old school’, 
preparing semolina, jam roly poly 
and spotted dick with custard. 
Now that really did bring back 
memories!

‘It’s been really interesting talking to 
our visitors. They hadn’t heard of a 
whiteboard before and they found it hard 
to understand how it all worked. They 
had chalk and a blackboard in their 
days,’ Oscar, 10

WORLD BOOK DAY –  
THE CATWALK EXTRAVAGANZA
To celebrate World Book Day 
children took part in a fabulous 
catwalk extravaganza, dressing 
as their favourite characters.  
Staff joined in and fun – along 
with learning – was had by all!  
The following week most classes 
donned welly boots and walked 
to the North Norfolk Children’s 
Book Centre (NNCBC) to swap 
their World Book Day vouchers 
for a special book.  

Look out for a storytelling and 

book sale day here at school, 
hosted by the NNCBC, which 
will be happening towards the 
end of April. Book stamps can be 
exchanged for more lovely books! 

Have you noticed how the library 
is always looking tip top? Huge 
thanks to our lovely part time 
librarian, Mrs Gay Stanbury, who 
also sets quizzes on books.   
Also, thanks to the NNBC for 
giving the library a brilliant 
‘Spring clean’!

OINK OINK!
Last term Class 1 went baa-rmy 
about farming. We looked at 
different types of farms, how to 
use the points of a compass to get 
around them, and at the different 
ways we eat their produce.  Mr 
Skinner came to see us, to tell 
us about his beef farm, and we 
had a day at Easton College farm 

where we saw sheep, pigs and 
cows and got the chance to do 
some weaving and wet felting.

‘I liked the pigs because they went oink 
oink really loud!’  Thomas, 5
‘I really liked learning about weaving 
and making felt marbles,’ Amelie, 5
‘I liked the dairy cows because they 
were black and white,’ Daisy, 5

OPENING  
THE BIBLE…
Thanks to an introduction by 
Father Thomas, the school has 
signed up to Open the Book, a 
free assembly resource which 
invites children to participate in 
dramatizing Bible Stories. Once a 
week for 4 weeks each half term, 
volunteers come into the school and 
narrate a story, whilst pupils dress 
up and act. Many thanks to our 
local volunteer, Anne Bettany.  

READING ROCKET HEADS  
FOR FINAL FRONTIER…
Class 2 recently launched a ‘Reading Rocket Challenge’ 
to help boost the children’s reading skills and add some 
extra fun to reading.  Each week the ‘rocket’ travels 
towards a new planet – the distance covered depending 
on how well the class has done with their reading!  
“The children were very excited about the idea,” says 
Mr Caston, “and it’s certainly encouraged them to  
read more.”    

 ‘I like reading chapter books at bedtime and I enjoy reading with 
different people,’ Alex, 6

‘I like reading Matilda and the way she can move things with 
her eyes and I enjoy reading ‘The Cat in The Hat,’ Millie, 6

‘I really like the pictures in books because they make me laugh! 
‘Never Use a Knife and Fork’ is one of my favourites!’ Tia, 6

CLASS 3’S  
HURRICANES,  
VOLCANOES AND 
FOSSILS
Class 3 have been studying rocks, 
soils and fossils. Dr Doak and Ms 
Hindry kindly agreed to bring their 
fossil collections in to class and we 
learned about the famous fossil 
hunter, Mary Anning.  When we 
studied volcanoes we had another 
visitor, Mr Mills who, as well as being 
a parent, is a geomorphologist.  We 
went to the Time and Tide Museum 
in Cromer to go on a fossil hunt and 
learn how to spot fossils from expert 
guides. It just so happened we went 
on the day of a hurricane, and Mr 
Care was blown away! Not by the 
hurricane, but by the fossils.  He says, 
“The children were able to get lots 
of hands-on experience and many of 
them brought fossils they had found 
into class for our fossil table.”  

‘I loved going to the museum and finding 
the Mosasaur head!’ Tommy, 8

CLASS 4 SOUNDS  
LIKE A MBIRAS!
Archie, writes: In class 4 we have been learning about 
sound in science. Mr Barnard thought of a design and 
technology lesson we could try and make our own mbiras, 
or thumb pianos.  Designing my mbira was quite cool. 
We also had to look at the measurements needed. There 
were lots of different materials for the base – I chose 
whiteboard because it was sturdy. Next we measured 
out our materials, then I was onto fixing my materials 
together. My mbira can play four different notes.  

Harry writes: We created a design then cut up the 
materials and fixed them together. I very much enjoyed 
the process!

Connie writes: We learnt to measure and this also helped 
me in D.T technology and English.  First I measured my 
wood then cut it to size and glued it. After that I made a 
hole in the middle to help the sound. I am so excited to see 
what I will do next term.


