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Sports desk
Netball Ninjas Sweep the Beeston
Board!

Well done to our U/10 and U/9
teams, who each took first place
in the Beeston Netball
Tournament just before Easter,
playing against five other schools
and sweeping up all the medals. 

Football: our best game ever!

In a hard fought cup match, the
School football team played their
best game ever, according to
many spectators (including their
coach Mr Hadlow, a past parent).
Although they lost to Astley, a
much bigger school, they did us
proud! Meanwhile they won two
of their four league games,
including a convincing 11-0
victory over local rivals
Hevingham.

Cross Country – County Finals

Some of our cross country
runners ran in the Norfolk
County Finals in March and
although not placed on this
occasion their appetite to have a
go was evident. Conrad Winter,
aged 10, well used to reaching
the finals said, “It was a really
muddy course, and difficult
through the wooded section, but
we all did very well.” 

Swimming Success

Two of our youngsters, William
Meyrick and Charlie Davison,
took part in the Norfolk County
Swimming Finals. William, aged
9, achieved first place in the relay
and second place in the butterfly. 

Mrs Casburn writes: another
HUGE thank you to all the
friends, staff and parents, new
and old (so to speak!), who work
so hard to coach, transport and
help our young sporting stars.
And a great big ‘Well Done’ to all
the children! 

SPRING REVIEW 2015

Welcome!
Communicating and sharing our
news has seen an upsurge in
recent years with websites, the
VLE, messaging, Facebook and so
forth. However, I was privileged to
be part of a good old fashioned
‘face-to-face’ meeting in April. It
was the Annual Parish Meeting at
Aldborough Community Centre,
where we had been invited to talk
about life in the School. To do the
talking I took along four pupils,
Phoebe, Rudi, Chez and Freddie. (I
was spoilt for choice as to who to
take – I could have taken ALL of
our 140 pupils if space and time
had allowed!)

They each spoke about
Aldborough School and articulated
their love of learning and
appreciation for all the wonderful
opportunities provided. I’m
delighted to tell you that the
audience was enthralled. The older
members were also pleased to
know that children do still learn
their times tables and don’t use
calculators for their sums! I was so
proud of our fabulous School
Ambassadors. 

I do hope you enjoy reading this
latest copy of the Review. As usual,
a big thank you to everyone
involved in the School – staff,
parents, friends, governors and,
(of course!), children – who make
this such a wonderful environment
in which to work and learn. 

Best wishes

Mrs Casburn, Head Teacher
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The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind:
Malawi Turbine Inspires Class 4 

It should be a book, or a
film, or both! Mr.
Nicholson, of the
Norwich-Dedza
Partnership, visited Class
4 to tell us an inspira-
tional story about a
Malawian boy called
William who built his
own wind turbine and
brought electricity to his
village. We really
enjoyed hearing about
the way William had

taught himself about electricity from a children’s book, and then
used scrap plastic and parts of old bikes to make the turbine.

Zara and Emily, both 9, said they really enjoyed learning more about
how people lived in Malawi. 

Charley,9, said: “I was really impressed with William’s skills because not
everybody has them.”

Red Nose Day 
Chanelle Shepherd, aged 7, has
been writing a diary of her life.
Here she shares what she wrote
about her busy Red Nose Day:

Today was Red Nose Comic Relief
Day. When I got to school we could
buy a face painting. I had a black
eye and a moustache. After school 
I played tennis and practised
hitting the ball over the net to the
instructor. It was fun today. I got
10/10 for my spellings.

Thank you, Thank you, Friends
We owe so much to the Friends of Aldborough School. A small group
of mums and dads have been beavering away organising such events
as egg hunts, a Mother’s Day shop and wonderful preparations for the
musical soiree. 

Thanks to them the money pot is in good shape, even with the recent
technological purchases and payments for coaches for school trips. 

Next on the wish list are playground markings. The children have been
introduced to some ideas and they have had a vote on their favourite
designs. With the promise of warmer weather we hope to have the
playground ‘decorated’ soon. 

Thank you again to everyone for their support.

Musical Soiree
Our soiree was a fabulous evening of the children singing and
playing music. Thanks to all the hard work by Mrs Lockhart and ‘The
Friends’ for transforming our hall into such a wonderful audio
environment. 

Choir member Riegan, aged 8, loved singing ‘The Drunken Sailor’:
“We got to sing in two parts, which is awesome.” Meanwhile Spike, 8,
said: “I really enjoyed the Welsh song!”

Solo vocalist Greta, 9, said: “I was really nervous but the song went
very well and the audience loved it.”

One of the youngest players was Ava, 6, who was very proud of her
performance. “I liked being in the soiree because I got to keep the beat
with the xylophone.”

Summer, 6, said: “I liked playing the recorder while the adults were
eating.”

World Book Day Celebrations
A ‘dress up as a character’ assembly got us all in the mood for a
wonderful day of book browsing and storytelling. Both unusual, and
popular characters paraded across the hall… we don’t have the
Literacy Hour here, we have Literacy throughout the day!



Class 5: The Quest for an Author
Writing a novel called The Quest was a term long project for Class 5.
Mrs Morgan wrote her own version, which gave Class 5 a framework
for their work. The novel gave children a chance to practise
grammar, punctuation and different styles of writing. 

It was also an art opportunity and we were very lucky to have Mrs
Pearce and Mrs Cubitt to help on Thursday afternoons. Mrs Pearce
showed the class watercolour techniques, how to create marbled
paper, how to design
and create a pop-up
for the centre of the
books and the best
way to assemble the
novel.

The children used the
storyline to create a
drama for their Class
Assembly, which was
followed by the
‘official’ book launch!
They are rightly very
proud of their work.

“We could let our
imaginations run wild
with our own stories and we were able to be creative with the
watercolour cover and pop-up for the centre of our books. Throughout
the process of writing my grammar and punctuation improved,”
Martha, 11.

“I enjoyed writing the story because I could make it my own. I liked
making the watercolour covers and I learnt lots of new art techniques,”
Lois, 11.

“I like writing stories and my spelling really improved during the
process,” Bruno, 11.

“The story was fun and gave me an opportunity to write an action-
packed novel. I felt my writing improved over the term,” Redmond, 11.

Class 5:
Computer
Coding? DULL??!

Class 5 has been so lucky to have
Dr Doak, a parent and governor,
to support their maths investi-
gations on a Wednesday. They’ve
been using the Scratch program
to learn computer coding. 

At the end of term Dr Doak
brought in a 3D printer to show
the children how they work. As
Class 5 were studying Machu
Picchu he created temples for
their modroc models. It was an
awe and wonder moment for all
of us!

“It’s fun but hard!” Ben, 10.

“It’s interesting; I like it because I
enjoy the challenge,” Jaya,10.

“I have learnt a lot since I’ve
started using Scratch, it is fun and
exciting and I have made a few
games for myself,” Lily, 11.

“I’ve learnt a lot about coding and
sometimes I go on Scratch at
home,” Bea, 11.

Class 4: Energy Criminals Beware!Class 1 do a very dangerous thing…
Each Thursday in March, Class 1 went to the National Trust’s
Sheringham Park for Outdoor Learning. It was a great experience
for the children and we helped one of our mums (Jane Steed) to
gain her Forest Schools Level 3. While the Class had a great time, all
that fresh air made the adults very tired! 

“We did a really dangerous thing - well not that dangerous, it was a
bonfire,” Jack, 4. 

“….but we didn’t hold the sticks that were on fire!” Toby, 4.

Class Four had two visits from Goldcrest Education to help
them understand how to save energy, reduce the school’s
electricity bill and become more environmentally friendly.
The children learnt some serious messages through exciting
activities such as orienteering and archery. They used their
Class Assembly to pass on the wealth of information they
had learnt to the rest of the school. In the months to come,
Class Four will continue to watch out for energy crimes!

“Listening to Nige tell us about Global Warning was very
interesting,” James, 9.

“I really enjoyed the map reading because I learnt how to use
a compass,” Angus, 10.

“I liked learning about the Greenhouse Effect and I understand
it now,” Willow, 9.

Class 2: wolfing
up story telling
Class 2’s assembly at the end of
the Spring term was based on
traditional fairy stories. In four
groups, the children performed
short dramas based on Little Red
Riding Hood, The Three Little
Pigs, Jack and the Beanstalk and
The Three Billy Goats Gruff. The
learning objective was for the
children to become confident in
oral storytelling and they did
brilliantly. 

Class 2 teacher, Mr Care – “The
children told a whole fairy tale
from memory and worked with a
group to act out different roles.
They had to listen carefully to each
other and help their group if things
went wrong. We learned that oral
storytelling is different every time.”

Julia, 6, (Year 1) – “I liked when
Oliver was the wolf because he said
funny things.”

Tommy, 6. (Year 1) – “I liked it
when I chopped the wolf’s head
off!”

Ava, 6 (Year 2) – “Acting in front of
the parents made me feel happy.”

Class Three: Spud’s The Game!
As a follow up to our entry in the Heygates Cooking and Growing
Competition, Class Three visited the Norfolk Showground to learn
about potato farming. We found out how to plant, tend and harvest
the crop. We were also shown different products made from potatoes. 

We are now taking part in The Potato Growing Competition. We
planted our own potatoes to harvest for The Royal Norfolk Show in July.
We have to look after them until then! Half the class will tend a Nadine
crop and half will tend a King Edward crop. 

Class 3 teacher Mrs
Lockhart said, “The children
had a fantastic afternoon
listening to farmers who
were passionate about their
jobs. The children decided
that singing to the potatoes
might help them grow, but
secretly they know what they
really need!” 


