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Hello



We hope you find this little booklet helpful as you and

your child start school. It is designed to answer just

some of the key practical questions that you may have at the

very start of term. 

‘Aldborough School strives to have a successful partnership

with a variety of stakeholders to make it “a great place to

learn and work”. This booklet, designed by the Friends of

Aldborough School, will be an invaluable support for

you and your child at the start of what we hope will be a

thriving partnership.’

Tina Casburn, Head Teacher

Welcometo 

Aldborough

School
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Who are the Friends of Aldborough School?
The Friends of Aldborough School are parents, members of the

community and school staff. You are automatically a Friend of

Aldborough School when your child joins the school. 

As well as raising funds to pay for much needed items not

provided for in the budget we are here to support closer links

between home and school. The Friends are just that, always at

hand to support in whatever way they can. 

We do have an elected committee but everyone is welcome.

The meetings are very informal and are a great way of seeing

another side to your child’s school, and meeting other parents

and the staff.

As we are a charity it is possible for us to claim Gift Aid so

occasionally we ask tax paying parents to complete the 

relevant forms.

The Officers
A list may be found on the Friends noticeboard on the external

wall of the school.
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What should my child wear?
Aldborough School doesn’t have a school uniform policy.

Children wear their everyday comfortable clothes with sensible

shoes which are fit for purpose (no flip flops). Writing your

child’s name on name tags or just the label inside will make life

easier – saves rummaging through the lost property bin found

in the cloakroom or on the playground! 

Do they need a PE kit? 
All children take part in PE. They need an easy-to-use PE bag

containing shorts, t-shirt, jogging bottoms, sweatshirt, and

trainers (not plimsolls) which you bring to school on a Monday

morning. It’s kept on their peg all week, and then taken home to

wash on Fridays. 

Do they need sun protection? 
All children need to bring a sun hat and sun screen to school

during the summer. It’s probably best to leave these on their

peg at school. Please label with your child’s name. We also

recommend that you send your child to school with their

shoulders covered especially in extreme heat.

Do?



5

How do I get to school and where do I park? 
It’s best to walk to school if you can. There are good footpaths to

use. You can park at the ‘park and stride’ car park (at the end of

Chapel Road) and walk easily from there.

If you do drive, there is an informal one-way system around the

village at school drop off and pick up times. It works clockwise,

so you drive up the hill towards school and then home from

school along Middle Hill. 

Between 8.50 and 9.00am, (when a member of staff will be on

the playground) you can use the ‘stop and drop’ scheme outside

the front school gates. The idea is that you just pull up

momentarily to let your child out of the car safely and into the

school gate so they can find their own way to class. The yellow

zig zags ensure that the ‘stop and drop’ is free from parked cars. 

There are children on bikes and toddlers running about etc at

school drop off and pick up times, so it’s appreciated if parents

drive very slowly near school.

How?
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When does school start and finish?
Start time is a prompt 9am. Children really hate being late to

class so you can arrive at school from 8.45am and play in the

playground. Children can be left unattended from 8.50am on the

playground. 

Parents of reception children are encouraged to accompany their

child into school and help with coats and book bags between 8.45

and 8.55am. This enables children to be settled and prompt for a

start at 9am. During the year the school will encourage your child 

to be more independent on arrival at school.

Each day between 8.40 and 9.00 there is an opportunity for 

parents of children in classes 1, 2 and 3 to read with their child

in the library/learning street. Children may not be left unattended

until the bell and the expectation is for this to be a quiet time.

School ends at 3.15pm. Most parents wait outside on either

playground or in the Parents Waiting Area until 3.15pm.  

Children in classes 1 and 2 are escorted to the playgrounds by

their class teacher where they will meet their parents. Children

from classes 3, 4, and 5 walk round independently to meet their

parents. 

If there is an emergency and you know you are going to be late

to pick up, please phone the school on 01263 761264. We will

keep your child safe until you arrive to collect them. 

When?
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Reading 
Aldborough School puts reading at the heart of its curriculum

and offers a ‘real reader’ approach where children experience

books in their real context. 

Parents are encouraged to read with their children and be

involved in their reading at school. Each child in classes 1 and 2

is given a free ‘book bag’ and reading record. Books can be

borrowed from school and changed daily. 

During the Autumn term, new parents will experience our

approach to reading. They will receive clear guidance on how to

support reading and there will be opportunities to come into

school. Our Literacy Coordinator Mrs Morgan is on hand to

answer any questions as is the class teacher. 

Learning to love books
Everyone is encouraged to love books so we ask parents if they

would like to join the North Norfolk Children’s Book Group and

enjoy events with visiting authors held at school or local venues.

Children love these events too.  

Your child (and siblings) can also join the book club, which

encourages children to save tokens and buy their own books. A

parent sells tokens (from 20p upwards) on Wednesdays, before

Group Reading. Children collect these tokens on their book

cards for use at the Norfolk Children’s Book Centre. The school

receives 10% of book stamps purchased.

Why?



How do I have a word with the teacher?
Aldborough School has an open door policy for all classes. This

means after school every day you are welcome to visit the

classroom with your child. If you want a quick word this may be

the time but if you want to talk to the teacher in private you can

arrange a different time to see them.

First thing in the morning is a busy time for teachers so we ask

that parents do not pop into class for a chat. If you want to get a

quick message to the class teacher jot it down for your child to

hand over at registration time or leave a message with the office.

If your child is in class one it’s often easier to have a word with

the teaching assistant before school.  

Can I help in the classroom?
Parents (male & female) and grandparents are always welcome

in school. The children really benefit from their skills and

experiences. If you’d like to help, or have an idea for an after

school club you would like the school to consider, please talk to

the class teacher, head teacher or office staff.

We take safeguarding very seriously and volunteers are asked to

comply with the latest regulations.
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What  if my child is taken ill at school? 
The school will contact the parents or named person. If a mobile

phone is your contact number, it is imperative that it’s switched

on at all times. Please notify the school if you change your

number.

What do I do if my child can’t attend school? 
Parents need to contact the school office before 9am on each

day their child is absent. The school has an answer phone so

messages can be left out of hours. Any leave of absence must be

requested, in person, to the head teacher. Term time holidays

will not be authorised. 

What happens if I want someone else to
collect my child from school?
If you would like an alternative person to collect your child from

class 1, please write the person’s name and date on the white

board near the classroom door in the morning. For class 2

children, please tell your child who to expect. If this changes

during the day let the office know and this will be conveyed to

your child.

Can my child bring toys to school?
Children may bring a hand-sized toy to school if they wish.

Please don’t bring toys with sentimental value as they can get

easily lost or broken.
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What about snacks and lunches?
School dinners are freshly cooked from scratch on the premises.

As of September 2014 all children new to the school will have a

school dinner. No packed lunches allowed. All dinners are free

of charge for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. School menus are

sent home with children the week before.

Children in Years 3-6 can have school dinners or packed lunch 

if they prefer. A 2-course lunch (includes drink of water) costs

£2.20, and can be paid for at the school canteen weekly on each

Monday, or half termly. Refunds are given for meals paid for

and not taken due to illness of your child. Packed lunches

should be healthy and you are encouraged to be ‘waste free’.

If you think you may be eligible for free school meals in Years

3-6, on account of low income, please talk to Mrs Hall, the office

manager and she will arrange this for you. Only the office

manager, head teacher and cook know who receives free school

meals for children in Years 3-6. 

At morning break, children are offered a freshly-baked healthy

cookie and a drink, costing 40p. Please can you pay for this in

the canteen either weekly or at the beginning of each half term.

If you choose to have your own snack, it must not include

sweets/chocolate bars.  

Water is freely available all day to children via water fountains

in classrooms. Reception and Key Stage 1 children are offered a

FREE piece of fruit during the day. 

About?



We hope you find this booklet helpful. If you spot

anything we’ve missed as you become more established

in the school do let us know and we’ll include it next time.  

Joining the Friends can be a great way to get to know other

parents and the school. It’s open to everyone and we hope to

see you soon at a Friends meeting, or an event.’ 

Look out for the Friends’ notice board on the outside wall near

the Parents’ Waiting Area.

You will receive lots of communication via text and/or email.

Make sure you keep the office informed of your numbers and

email address.

You will also have access to our VLE and Facebook which are

great sites to visit to see the life of the school.

School office: 01263 761264

office@aldborough.norfolk.sch.uk

www.aldborough.norfolk.sch.uk
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You?
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